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COLREG - RULES 23-31

Lights & Shapes — Cheat

Sheet

Every navigation light and day shape of Rules 23—-3], seen from ahead, from each

side and from astern.

EDITION OCTOBER 2026

HOW TO READ IT

Each row is one vessel. The first four columns show her
lights at night from ahead, from her starboard side,
from astern and from her port side. The last column is
her day shape, seen from ahead.

LIGHT COLORS
O White — masthead, stern, all-round
@ Red — port sidelight, all-round status

@ Green — starboard sidelight, trawler

Scan for the interactive
version with 3D views

ialacolreg.com/en/lights-shape

s/cheat-sheet

DAY SHAPES
Ball
Cone, apex down

Two cones, apexes together

- eP>qqd e

O Yellow — towing, air-cushion flash Diamond
(5} Dashed ring: flashing light Cylinder
— nothing shown from that side
Power-driven vessel
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Power-driven vessel — two O O O Power-driven vessel — one o 1) 1)
masthead lights shown o o o - masthead light shown -
250 m e o ) e} ) <50 m e o e o e
Power-driven vessel <7 m,
N < _
Power-driven vessel < 12 m o o © o maximum 'sp'eec! 7 kn
— simplified <2m = white light; sidelights also (@] (@) (o) @) -
P ® o [ [ required if practicable
<7m
Ai hi | @ @ (6} @ WIG craft taking off, landing, @ @
\r-cushion vesse. non- o) o o — or IN FLIGHT near the o =
displacement mode <50m
e Y 0 Y surface <50m e o ® 0 °
IEY® Towing & pushing
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
o) o) o) o o o
Tug <50 m — tow <200 m S o ° o _ Tug 250 m — tow <200 m 8 8 8 -
<50m e g oo 9 ee 250m e e oo § e o
o o) o) o ) o
Tug <50 m — tow >200 m Q Q o ¢ Tug 250 m — tow >200 m 8 ] S ()
<50m .Oo .(2 8 2. ¢ 250m o e |lo o 3 o o ¢
[ ] o O L] [ ] Qo
Pushing ahead <50 m — not S 8 8 B Pushing ahead 250 m — not § 08 go -
composite <50m LY ee o oo composite 250m PR oo o S
[ ] [
Towing alongside <50 m 9 8 It - Towing alongside 250 m § 08 80 -
<50m ece o o0 %o o0 250 m oo o oo o9 o0
Composite unit <50 m — 0o o o Composite unit250 m — O O @]
one power-driven vessel - one power-driven vessel o o o -
<50 m L) L) L) o L) 250 m [} [} ® O [}
Inconspicuous, partly
Vessel or object being _ submerged object <25 m o) le) (o) o
towed ee ® o ® wide and <100 m long; total o) 9 9) 9 ¢

tow 200 m
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Inconspicuous, partly

submerged object <25 m e} o) e} o)
wide and <100 m long; total (¢] O [¢] ) ¢
tow > 200 m
Sailing vessel
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Sail only — main option: 3 Sail only — optional H S 4 S
separa|;ye lichts pHom: o0 @ (¢] ) = red/green all-rounds at (] @ ® ) _
g masthead, not with tricolour @ @ ) (@] )
Under sail and propelled by o o o Se.ul only <20 m — single
. X tricolour lantern at
machinery — power-driven v ® [} (@) ) -
. e e ) [e) ) masthead, replaces the 3
lights and cone apex down .
separate lights <20m
Sailing vessel <7 m,
Under oars — white light prescribed lights
ready to show if needed — impracticable — white light -
<20m ready in time to prevent
collision <7m
Fishing vessel
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Trawler making way through P P P P Trawler not making way
the water — without the le) le) le) le) T through the water — without [ ) [} ) M
optional masthead light the optional masthead light O O @) O
[} [} o [}
<50 m <50m
Fishing vessel making way [ 3 [ [ J [ Fishing vessel not making
through the water — not o o o X way through the water — 8 8 8 8 X
trawling e o ) O ) not trawling
Trawl Ki th h Trawler not making way
rawler making way throug o) o) O through the water —
the water — masthead light @ ] e [ - O @) O
abaft and above the green e} 0 o I} I masthead light abaft and ® () ) ) X
i O O @) O
light >50m PP ® o ® above the green light
250 m
Fishing other than trawling: Fishing other than trawling:
Fishing vessel makingway & 25 2 25 Fishing vessel making way e s o8 oS 2
through the water, gear > e o ° o ° through the water, gear > e o ° o ° A
150 m to starboard 150 m to port
Fishing other than trawling: Fishing other than trawling:
Fishing vessel not making P P P ® Fishing vessel not making P ® ® P
way through the water, gear O © SHe Se %o way through the water, gear 0o 0© 00 o N
> 150 m to starboard > 150 m to port
Trawler 220 m and <50 m
Fishing vessel 20m —two ° ° ° \s,v';oy"t'nﬁh?s;’s?\?:;:kc':lgse s s s s
- O O O @]
cones apex to apex by day @) ¢} @) ¢} I proximity to other fishing Q Q Q Q I
<20 m . O (e} o o
vessels, Annex Il requires
two white lights  <50m
Trawler 250 m shooting
nets, not making way — o o o
while fishing in close @ ° e ) 1 Fishing-type vessel not O (@) o -
proximity to other fishing o© © 9 O © 5 engaged in fishing <s0m e o Y o) Y
vessels, Annex Il requires o o o o
two white lights 250m
NUC / RAM / dredging
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Vessel not under command, [ [} [ [} P Vessel not under command, .
making way through the ° ® ° ° not making way through the : : : : °
water e O ] (@] ] water
RAM | ki RAM | ki
vessel making way Py ® ® ® o vessel making way 00 oe ® P .
through the water — one 0o Qo (@) o0 ¢ through the water — two 00 0o @) 00 ¢
masthead light shown ® ® ® @ 4 masthead lights shown ® ® ® @ e
50m e o ® (¢] (] >50m ® o [ O (]
Vessel restricted in ability to P ® P Py Py [ ) [ ] ] °
manoeuvre, not making way Ie) o) e} o) ¢ :ﬁx\;’fﬁsilta:hi?::or ; one g (.3 9 (a :
through the water ® ® ® o g =om o O o o) °
RAM vessel at anchor — two 8 8 8 8 : RAM: servicing navigation 8 C.) 8 (.) °
" mark, submarine cable, or o) O ®) ¢
anchor lights shown 250m @O [ Je) [ Je) el ] ° Y [} () [ (] X
e} (e) e} (e} . pipeline <s0m e o ) (e} )
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[ ] [ 4 [ [ ] [ ] [ [ [ ]
RAM: replenishment or [e)6) Qo le) o0 : RAM: launching or 0o Qo le) 00 :
transfer underway <50m ® ® ® @ 4 recovering aircraft <50m ® ® @ d p4
e o ® (¢] (] ® [ (¢] (]
Dredging vessel making way Dredging vessel making way
through the water — [ [ ] L] through the water — ] [ ] o
. [ ] ® o [ [} [ ° . [ ® o [ [ [ [4
obstruction port, pass P go PYRPS C.)O PY .09 °® : : obstruction starboard, pass ¢ 20 PYRPS C.’O ° ° 09 ° : :
starboard — one masthead e o (] (] port — one masthead light e o ) )
light shown <50m shown <50m
Dredging vessel making way Dredging vessel making way
through the water — [ Yo 00 Yo through the water — [ Yo 00 Yo
e3-e @ e ° ) ) ° ) °
obstruction port, pass ° 90 e e c.)o ® o(.3 ) : : obstruction starboard, pass g 90 Ps c.)o .0(.) PS : :
starboard — two masthead ) e o} [ port — two masthead lights @ e [ ]
lights shown 250m shown =50m
Dredging vessel at anchor — ® ® P °® . Dredging vessel at anchor — P °® P ® °
obstruction port, pass e o) e o le) e o O ® le) o ¢ ¢ obstruction starboard, pass e O e o le) e o @) e o o) ® ¢ ¢
starboard 00 000 000 000 ¢ ° port 00 000 000 000 °
Restricted towing vessel — ° > ° Y Restricted towing vessel — ° ry ° ry
tow < 200 m — without the 89 °08 ) %o. : tow £ 200 m — additional 9 &, e *° :
additional aft masthead o o o o e o o P4 masthead light abaft the .O ° N 2 s 2 N °
light <s0m e e 0 forward group 250 m e o o
Restricted towing vessel — Y ry ° ry . Restricted towing vessel — ° ° ° ° :
tow > 200 m — without the ce 5 . e ¢ tow > 200 m — additional §2 O'%J . ??OO 8
additional aft masthead o o S ° N . masthead light abaft the oo S ° S ’
. e @ °® 8 ® ¢+ e o © 3 ° ¢+
light <s0m forward group =50m
Diving vessel too small for .
° e e °
y _ _ ® ® Y ® Mineclearance vessel e o e 0%¢ o ®
the. full 27 dlspla.y. 27 red le) O O O x underway — one masthead o o o O
white-red and rigid Code ® ® ® ® light shown <50
<
flag A at least Tm high g m e o ) o )
Mineclearance vessel o ) [} ) Mineclearance vessel at o ® ) o °
°® e 00 e o e Oe
underway — two masthead 8 o o ° L anchor — one anchor light e e o e o e o o L4
lights shown =250m e o P o PS shown <s0m e} o o} o O
Mineclearance vessel at e ® ® ° Vessel < 12 m exempt from (@] (@) (o] (@)
X e o o e o e ® o .
anchor — two anchor lights o o ° o Rule 27 signals, except -
shown 250m e} o l¢) o O diving operations  <12m e o [ ] [ ]
Constrained by draught
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Vessel constrained by Vessel constrained by
draught — one masthead e © Ce ° O e draught — two masthead ° S °0e ° 0%e
light shown; optionalred @ H H el =& lights shown; optional red 8 e ° eIl B
ight shown; optional re ° ° °® °® | ights shown; optional re H ° H H ]
lights and cylinder shown P PS 1) PY lights and cylinder shown o o ° o °
<50 m 250 m
XD Pilot vessel
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
" . @] o (o] o Pilot vessel at anchor — one o 0o 1) 0o
E:OZVZZS;LU?E‘:;WZ);M e e ° e = anchor light shown; engaged ] ) ) ) °
gag pilotag Y o @ ° 1) ° on pilotage duty ' <50m o o o o
Pilot vessel at anchor — two o o
anchor lights shown; ® 9 ® g o Pilot vessel not on pilotage O O o .
engaged on pilotage duty (@] o O [¢] o o duty <50m e o Y o) Y
250 m o o
" " (@) (@) (@) . .
Pilot vessel not on pilotage o o o o Pilot vessel not on pilotage o o o o .
duty =50m duty at anchor <s0m
e o [ o [
Pilot vessel not on pilotage le) o) o) o) .
duty at anchor 250m (6] (@) O )
IE® Anchored / aground
AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Vessel at anchor — one o o o o . Vessel at anchor — two o) o) o) o) .
anchor light shown <s0m anchor lights shown =50m O (o] o O
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Vessel <7 m at anchor, not in
or near a narrow channel,

Vessel at anchor — deck o o) o o . fairway, anchorage or waters -
illumination shown =100m o ) o o where other vessels
O OO0 O (o) @) X
normally navigate — Rule 30
exemption <<7m
Vessel aground — one @ ° ® o o Vessel aground — two S e 4 < o
hor light sh e ® bt 4 = hor lishts sh 2 % & o° =
anchor light shown  <s0m be) o) Pe) o) ° anchor lights shown =50m 3 o 3 o °

Vessel <12 m aground —

exempt from the additional

aground red lights and three @] (@) (@] (@) °
balls, not from applicable

anchor signals  <12m

Seaplanes

AHEAD STBD ASTERN PORT DAY
Seaplane, lights and shapes 0o 0o 0o

as closely similar as -
practicable e o ® o ®

IALA

Keep practising, free

Interactive cheat sheet with 3D views, lights quizzes and timed
exam practice at ialacolreg.com.

ialacolreg.com/en/lights-shapes/cheat-sheet Scan for the interactive
version with 3D views

Study aid, not an official publication. Always check COLREG 72 (as amended) and your exam syllabus.
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